GUIDING QUESTIONS  FOR NATIONAL WORKING GROUPS

1st round of National Consultations of the 2nd cycle of the Structured Dialogue

Trio of Poland-Denmark-Cyprus Presidencies
DEADLINE: Friday, 15th of July 2011.

Dear National Working Groups for Structured Dialogue,

After the success of the first cycle of Structured Dialogue on Youth Employment, the next Trio Presidency Poland-Denmark-Cyprus will address the overall theme of youth participation 
in democratic life in Europe during the second 18 month cycle (1 July 2011– 31 December 2012). 

Participation is a very broad topic and several aspects of it have been already explored. Therefore the Trio Presidency proposes to focus on participation within 3 specific thematic areas:

· Youth and the World - Polish Presidency: 1 July 2011 - 31 December 2011

· Creativity and innovation - Danish Presidency: 1 January 2012-30 June 2012

· Participation and social inclusion  -Cypriot Presidency 1 July 2012-31 December 2012 

Once the new Trio Presidency starts (1st July 2011) you will receive a more detailed overview of the whole process, i.e. priorities, objectives and agenda for each phase of the 18 month cycle.

National Working Groups will have an important role to play under each Presidency 
by organizing national consultations to gather the expectations and views of young people 
in order to feed in the debates of the EU-Youth Conferences and contribute to youth policy making in the EU. The EU-Youth Conferences will be important milestones in the implementation of the structured dialogue and should lead to concrete results in the chosen three thematic areas that together contribute to the overall theme of youth participation in democratic life in Europe.
Therefore the European Steering Committee invites you to start a new phase 
of consultations within the structured dialogue process, in preparation to the EU-Youth Conference that will take place in Warsaw on 5-7th September 2011. The recommendations worked out by Conference’s participants will be presented to the ministers responsible 
for Education, Youth, Culture and Sport who will meet in November 2011 and adopt conclusions on eastern dimension of youth mobility. 

You will find below the guidelines from the European Steering Committee, as well as background information related to the thematic priority during the Polish Presidency.
The consultation aims at collecting young people’s views on:

· the main barriers 

· added value and advantages
· actions and tools needed to develop greater mobility and cooperation between young 

people from EU member states and neighboring countries, with focus on the Eastern Europe 
and Caucasus Area.

National Working Groups can adapt the guiding questions and can choose whatever methods they consider most suitable in order to find out the recommendations of young people in their countries on the following topics within the very limited timeframe. Please submit your inputs 
in the attached report form to the European Steering Committee, by 15th July 2011.

The European Steering Committee wishes you the best of success for the consultations and looks forward to receiving your inputs.

GUIDING QUESTIONS:

Participation -> Youth and the World

- international cooperation and mobility of young from EU and neighbouring countries

with focus on Eastern Europe and Caucasus Area

1.
Interest in international youth cooperation

· Which EU neighboring regions/countries are most interesting for young people from your country to cooperate with and why? 
· What are the reasons for NOT getting involved in such a cooperation?
· What could increase youth interest and knowledge about EU neighboring countries? 
· What is the specific attitude towards cooperation with youth from Eastern Europe and Caucasus countries among youth in your country? 

2. 
Cooperation with youth from the EU neighbouring countries in the area of mobility in non-formal education and volunteering 

2.a) What could be the main value of cooperation between young people from the EU and neighboring countries in the area of non-formal education and volunteering (on personal, social and cultural level)? 
· Could you give any concrete examples of successful cooperation in these aspects (from experience)? 
2.b) What are the barriers and obstacles (administrative, political, social, cultural) in the cooperation with young people from the EU neighboring countries? 
· How can these obstacles be reduced? Provide ideas on concrete actions/tools, good practices. 
· Which barriers and solutions are specific for cooperation with youth from Eastern Europe and Caucasus?
2.c) What concrete new actions and tools are needed in the EU for the development of cooperation with youth from the EU neighbouring countries? 

· How to support the existing structures of youth organizations in order to foster such cooperation? 
· What specific tools are necessary to foster the creation of contacts and networks? 
· Which tools are needed specifically for cooperation with young people from EECA?
3. 
Participation of young people in democratic life in Europe and international youth cooperation

· What influence does international youth cooperation have on youth participation in democratic life in Europe at various levels (on civil society engagement, participation in elections, volunteering, involvement in processes of policy-making etc)?
Context:

I 
FIELD OF ACTION: YOUTH AND THE WORLD

Article 165 of the Lisbon Treaty states that, ‘European Union action shall be aimed at (…) encouraging the development of youth exchanges and of exchanges of socio-educational instructors, and encouraging the participation of young people in democratic life in Europe.’

The Council Resolution on a renewed European framework of cooperation in the youth field set the guidelines for the implementation of the structured dialogue. It also defined fields of action, including  Youth and the World.  One of the aims of the cooperation on the topic of Youth and 
the World is to ‘support young people’s cooperation with regions outside of Europe’.

EU Youth Strategy includes the following aim: ‘Young people’s participation in and contribution to global processes of policy-making, implementation and follow-up (concerning issues such as climate change, the UN Millennium  Development Goals, human rights, etc.) and young people’s cooperation with regions outside of  Europe should be supported. ‘

Initiatives by Member States and the Commission within their respective spheres of competence encouraged in the EU Youth Strategy:

‘– Raise the awareness of young people about global issues such as sustainable development 
and human rights. 

– Provide opportunities for young people to exchange views with policy-makers on global issues (e.g. via participation in international meetings, virtual platforms/fora etc.)  

– Foster mutual understanding among young people from all over the world through dialogue and by means of supporting actions such as training courses, exchanges, and meetings. 

– Encourage young people to participate in “green volunteering” and "green" patterns 
of consumption and production (e.g. recycling, energy conservation, hybrid vehicles, etc.). 

– Promote entrepreneurship, employment, education and volunteering opportunities with regions outside of Europe. 

– Promote cooperation with, and exchanges between, those active in youth work on different continents. 

– Encourage young people to participate in development cooperation activities either in their country of residence or abroad.’

II
EASTERN EUROPE AND CAUCASUS:

Eastern Europe and Caucasus area (EECA) is a region that spreads from the Eastern boundaries of European Union till Pacific coast of Russian Federation. The boundaries of Eastern Europe can be subject to considerable overlap and fluctuation depending on the context they are used in, which makes differentiation difficult. 

In many outdated sources, the term "Eastern Europe" still encompasses most, or all, 
such European countries that until the end of the Cold War (around 1989) were Communist states or countries under Soviet influence, i.e., the former "Eastern Bloc". A view that Europe 
is divided strictly into the West and the East is considered pejorative by many in the nominally Eastern countries. Many young people, from the so called Eastern countries, may feel the label stigmatizing in comparison with countries that successfully have asserted their belonging 
to "the West".

Basic information about EECA countries:

· 7 countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russian Federation, Ukraine

· Area: 18 106 443 sq. km.

· Population: 218 418 000 citizens

· Coverage: 10 time zones

· Environment: 5 climate zones

· Highest point: Elbrus mtn. (5,633 m)

· Lowest point: Caspian See (-28 m)

· [… and thousands of youth organizations and millions of opportunities!!!]

The main aims of the cooperation between EU Member States and Eastern Europe and Caucasus countries are the following:

· to promote universal peace through encouraging dialogue, tolerance & solidarity among young people; 

· to build long-lasting, solid partnerships;

· to exchange youth work expertise & know-how between non-governmental 
and governmental structures in the EU and EECA countries;

· to develop the voluntary sector and civil society in the EECA region;

· to ensure direct benefits for participants - a better understanding of their own situation and culture.

The Youth in Action Program is one of the most important financial tools currently used 
to facilitate international youth cooperation and mobility between the European Union and the region of Eastern Europe and Caucasus. Funding is available for projects in such areas of activity as voluntary service, youth exchange, non-formal education, and training and networking. SALTO (Support, Advanced Learning and Training Opportunities) Resource Centres provide training and cooperation opportunities aiming at quality improvement and recognition of non-formal learning. SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus (EECA) is located in Poland and supports cooperation between Programme and Neighbouring Partner Countries from Eastern Europe and Caucasus within the Youth in Action Programme. Check: http://www.salto-youth.net/rc/eeca/ 

III 
INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE : 

Intercultural Dialogue is a process that comprises an open and respectful exchange or interaction between individuals, groups and organisations with different cultural backgrounds or world views. Among its aims are: to develop a deeper understanding of diverse perspectives and practices, to increase participation and the freedom and ability to make choices, to foster equality and to enhance creative processes. 
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